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Management of Matriculation and Graduation Ceremonies

Ceremonies play an important role in the university experience of a student and the Open 
Campus aims to ensure that its students are not deprived of these significant occasions.  A basic 
assumption of the virtual campus, however, is that, given its geographical complexity and 
spread, it will not be able to replicate all the practices which have developed at the other 
campuses.

Two ceremonies have enjoyed great significance over the years at UWI.  The graduation 
exercises have been growing in size and numbers (four at St Augustine and two or three at the 
other campuses), as enrollment increased across the University.  The agreement was that every 
effort was to be made to contain the numbers graduating at any ceremony to as close to 600 as 
possible, as it was felt that the length of the ceremony was most comfortable at that count. 
Matriculation ceremonies were re-introduced in the mid 1990s, after over 2 decades of absence, 
and have had increasing success and impact at the other campuses.  

Graduation

Given the central role of a graduation ceremony in the life of a member of the University,  the 
question arises of how the Open Campus should deal with its ceremonies.  It seems evident that 
it would be impractical to hold a formal graduation ceremony in each of the 12 countries which 
do not currently host a campus.  

It is proposed that, until the graduating class present at a particular ceremony exceeds 600 
in number, the Open Campus hold one graduation ceremony for the award of degrees and 
higher diplomas each year.  To guarantee circulation among the various contributing 
countries, this ceremony should be hosted on a rotational basis in different countries of the 
UWI-12.  

Graduands from the other countries could choose if and where they wish to attend graduation.  It 
should be noted that the current practice is that UWI students may choose to graduate at the 
appropriate ceremony on any of the campuses.  

The annual Awards Ceremony usually held by the School of Continuing Studies in each country 
should continue under the Open Campus.  Graduands who were unable to attend UWIOC’s 
formal Graduation could be suitably recognized at these Awards exercises which are less formal 
than the Graduation Ceremony. The Open Campus will seek to involve members of the other 
campuses in these exercises.
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Matriculation

With the anticipated growth in admissions to the Open Campus and given the challenge of 
gathering these students together in one geographical location, it is proposed that the Open 
Campus does not hold a Matriculation Ceremony.  Instead, all students registering for the 
first time with the Open campus and who have satisfied the University’s matriculation 
requirements should be sent an attractive certificate of matriculation to mark the 
transition into the UWI.  Any OC student who resides in a country where a UWI matriculation 
ceremony is being held may choose to attend that ceremony,  but will still receive the Open 
Campus matriculation certificate.

It is further proposed that Country Centres should be encouraged to hold a local orientation 
session for new students, at which they should be able to sign a matriculation register and receive 
their matriculation certificate.

The Council is hereby asked to approve the above policy on ceremonies for the Open 
Campus.

  

Office of the Principal
February 29, 2008
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