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I have been an Early Childhood Educator with the Ministry of Education in Trinidad and Tobago for the past five years. 

However, even with that hands-on understanding and practice, I felt that the time had come to follow my dream to pursue 
a degree in Early Childhood Development and Family Studies at The UWI Open Campus. As a result of my previous 

knowledge and skills from experience, I decided to seek information on Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) offered by the 

Campus. After receiving the necessary pre-advising for PLA, I was advised to register for the Prior Learning and Portfolio 
Development/Assessment course: PLPD0100 – PLA for Advanced Placement in an Undergraduate programme. My life-

long dream begun to unfold. 

  

I was able to select seven Level I courses for PLA. This potentially meant reduced time for the completion of my degree 
and reduced cost of my education. I thought to myself that this was a great opportunity for me. Having completed the PLA, 

I can say that I really enjoyed the PLPD0100 course, which allowed me to reflect on all of my learning and real-

world experiences which I gained over the years. I was able to match the learning outcomes of the courses to my prior 
experiential learning. 

  

With hard work and determination, I was able to obtain credits for all seven courses as a result of my learning from 
experience. When I received my results, I was told that I was the first student/learner to receive credits for all seven Level 

1 courses. I was truly amazed with such good results and felt relieved and very proud. The support I received from the PLA 

Unit was excellent. I thank the Programme Officers at the Unit who went beyond my expectations; they were very helpful 

in ensuring that PLA students were on the correct path by assisting whenever there was a need or whenever I sought 
assistance. 

  

To anyone reading my testimonial, I say to you that I am a successful example of the merits of PLA and therefore I would 
like you to give PLA a try and do your best. The PLPD0100 course is worth doing and you will not regret your decision 

because I have not. I would encourage anyone in Early Childhood Development and Family Studies, or in a degree 

programme which offers PLA as an option, to embrace the offer and take advantage of the opportunity. You can use your 

knowledge and skills from experience to save time and money and complete your programme in a shorter time. 
 

 


