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Transition complex for former wards of the state opens September 

18, 2018 

Forty female wards of the state ages 18 to 21 years will soon call the 

recently completed independent living complex on 24 Lady Musgrave 

Road in New Kingston, following the official opening of the facility on 

Tuesday, September 18, 2018. It will provide accommodation for female 

tertiary-level students who have exited state care and have no other 

living options. 

Construction of the complex came after it was found that out of the 

approximately 700 young people discharged from Jamaica's child 

protection system annually, only about 290 are actually able to leave at 

18 years old, according to information provided by the Child Protection 

and Family Services Agency (CPFSA). 

State minister in the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information 

Floyd Green, said the construction of the residence is based on evidence 

which shows that those who are transitioning from state care into the 

real world environment will have a hard time unless there is a clear 

transition process. 

The construction of the complex is a part of a multi-agency project being 

implemented by The Caribbean Child Development Centre, University 

of the West Indies and the CPFSA in partnership with the United States 

Agency for International Development.  

The facility comprises seven four-bedroom suites with double and 

single-room occupancy, shared kitchen, living and dining areas, a 

manager’s suite with office, and a laundry room. 

The occupants will live at the complex for two years, and will benefit 

from life skills coaching to achieve personal and career goals in 

preparation for independent living. 
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It is the first of three to be opened under the transitional living 

programme for children in state care (TLP-CSC) project, which is being 

implemented jointly by the University West Indies (UWI) Caribbean 

Child Development Centre (CCDC) and CPFSA, through US$5.28 

million in funding from the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID).  The initial plan was for the construction of one 

independent living complex, but two others are being constructed with 

one in Mona, St Andrew, and the other in Southfield, St Elizabeth. 

  

State Minister for Education, Youth and Information Floyd Green 

(second left), listens keenly to programme manager for the Transitional 

Living Programme for Children in State Care project and Head of the 

Caribbean Child Development Centre (CCDC) at the University of the 

West Indies Open Campus, Ceceile Minott (left), during a tour of the 

Transitional Living Complex in Kingston. Also on the tour is Chief 

Executive Officer of the Child Protection and Family Services Agency, 

Rosalee Gage-Grey (second right), and Project Engineer for Surrey 

Paving and Aggregate Company Limited, Brandon Williams.  
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State Minister for Education, Youth and Information Green (right) 

examines building plans for the Transitional Living Complex for 

children in State care in Kingston during a tour in June. Others (from 

left) are Deputy Principal of The University of the West Indies Open 

Campus Professor Julie Meeks; Programme Management Specialist for 

the United States Agency for International Development, Jamaica, 

Kenneth Williams; and Construction Technician for the project, Marsha 

Gaye-Wright. 
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CEO of CPFSA, Rosalee Gage-Grey (centre) and Deputy Principal of 

UWI Open Campus, Professor Julie Meeks (left) unveil the complex 

plaque. Sharing the moment is State Minister, MoEY&I, Hon. Floyd 

Green and other dignitaries 
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Pro-Vice Chancellor and Principal of UWI Open Campus, Dr. Luz 

Longworth (left) hands over the keys to the complex to CEO of CPFSA, 

Rosalee Gage-Grey (1st right). Looking on is State Minister in the 

Ministry of Education, Youth & Information, Floyd Green (centre); 

Charge' d' Affaires at the US Embassy, Eric Khant (1st left), Deputy 

Principal of UWI Open Campus, Professor Julie Meeks (2nd right) and 

Opposition Spokesperson on Foreign Affairs, Lisa Hanna (right) 
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State Minister, MoEY&I, Floyd Green (2nd right), USAID 

Representative to Jamaica, Jason Frazer (1st left), Charge' d' Affaires, 

US Embassy in Kingston, Eric Kant (2nd left) and Pro-Vice Chancellor 

and Principal of UWI Open Campus, Dr. Luz Longsworth (1st right) cut 

the ribbon to officially open the complex. Also sharing lens time is 

President of the Kingston Lions Club, Dr. Valoris Smith (left) and 

Opposition Spokesperson on Foreign Affairs, Lisa Hanna (right). 
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Dignitaries are being guided on a tour of the Complex by CCDC's 

Programme Officer, Marva Campbell (left). 

 

 


