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STEAM Project with Dudley Grant Memorial Trust 

for the GraceKennedy Foundation 

CCDC has been contracted as consultants to the Dudley Grant         
Memorial Trust to help conduct a project and research study on the   
implementation of a new STEAM (science, technology, engineering, 
arts, mathematics) curriculum for children between the ages of 3 and 5 
years old in inner city Jamaica. The  project has been commissioned 
by the GraceKennedy Foundation in order to help them to use their 
STEM Centre in downtown Kingston to support young children’s devel-
opment.  

 

The STEAM curriculum and training programme will reflect and model 
the practices teachers and children should be engaged in. While the 
curriculum and training will form the base for exploration and learning, 
it will not be prescriptive or didactic. Instead, it will guide practitioners 
through the investigative and creative process. The curriculum will    
support and nurture children’s innate desire to learn through hands-on 
experiences, and their natural ability to be actively involved in the    
learning process. It will provide the springboard and strategies needed 
to   facilitate the dispositions necessary for lifelong learning for both     
children and teachers.  

 

The project, which is expected to start in November, 2016 and end in 
July, 2017, will include a research component to look at the impact, if 
any, the intervention has on children’s outcomes, including cognitive 
and social-emotional development. The study will involve approximate-
ly 380 children in four schools (2 schools will be used as the treatment 
group and 2 as the control group).  



CCDC has been contracted by the National Baking Company Foundation to develop content for 

weekly activity pages for young children, which are published on Sundays in the Jamaica Observer. 

The first pair of pages was published on October
 
9

h
, 2016  
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Project with the National Baking Company Foundation 
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The TLP-CSC project team met with Mrs. Maura Barry Boyle, the new USAID Mission 

Director to Jamaica on the 22
nd

 of September 2016 at CCDC.  Maura Barry Boyle was 

appointed USAID Mission Director for USAID Jamaica in August 2016. She has been 

working in international development for over 30 years. Prior to this assignment, she 

served as the Office Director of the General Development Office in the Regional Devel-

opment Mission for Asia (RDMA) in Bangkok, Thailand . 

Mr. Andrew Colburn, Director, Office of Citizen Security and Ms. Claudette Anglin, 

Agreement  Officer Representative (AOR) were also in attendance.  

Dr. Anaokar gave a  presentation on the project and provided an update to the Mission 

Director on the status of project activities to date.  

TLP-CSC Meeting with the USAID Mission Director 

Mrs. Ceceile Minott presenting Mrs. Barry Boyle a UWI Open Campus gift bag. Looking on is         
Mr.  Andrew Colburn, Director, Office of Citizen Security, and  Ms. Claudette   Anglin, Agreement  
Officer Representative (AOR), USAID 
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Sensitization Sessions-Vocational Skills Training 

On the 9
th
 of August 2016, a presentation was made to the Managers of the private 

Residential Child Care facilities. There are currently eight government child care facili-

ties and over 40 homes which the Child Development Agency  (CDA) directly manages 

and supports on behalf of the government of Jamaica. This exercise was conducted as 

part of the series of sensitization sessions for the vocational skills component of the 

TLP-CSC project.  

The CCDC team comprising of Mrs Ceceile Minott, Dr. Priya Anoakar, Ms. Kathi-Ann 

Thomas and Ms. Jessica Thompson were in attendance, as well as CDA representa-

tives Ms. Audrey Budhi and Mrs. Gail Lindsay-Bruce. 

Photo: CCDC’s Project Staff presented to the Managers of the private Residential Child Care   

facilities at the Jamaica Conference Centre. 
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JUS Media? Programme 

 

Unhealthy eating is a major risk factor for obesity and associated chronic non-communicable        

diseases (NCDs), with the Caribbean having the worst NCD rates in the Americas. Data indicate 

that adopting a part-American identity in Jamaica is linked to watching more US cable TV daily, 

which is then linked to eating more unhealthy foods.  

 

The Jamaican and U.S. Media? Programme (JUS Media? Programme) is a family intervention 
which will combat the negative impact of U.S. media on eating habits in Jamaica. This intervention 
may also benefit future Jamaican migrants to the U.S. because approximately 10% of U.S. immi-
grants originate from the Caribbean.  The long-term goal is to implement effective family health   
prevention programs in developing regions. By combatting risk factors for unhealthy eating in Jamai-
ca, this intervention has the potential to make a substantial positive contribution to improving diet, 
decreasing risk for chronic disease, and ultimately strengthening families. The project is funded 
through the Christopher Family Foundation Food and Family Program. 

 

 

Dr. Gail Ferguson, Assistant Professor in the Department of Human Development and Family Studies      

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Dr. Julie Meeks, Professor of Child Development and Nutrition at 

the University of the West Indies and Deputy Directory of the University of the West Indies Open Campus 

and Dr. Michelle Nelson , Associate Professor in the Department of Advertising, University of Illinois at      

Urbana-Champaign  


